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Get an Early Start on
the 2010 Season

Greetings Earthlings!

Spring has arrived, the last few years, a bit
later than our long -term average, at least in
the far north of the state. Not this year. As
the Gazette goes to press | am getting repor ts
of migrating Green Darners getting established
in Minnesota as well as incoming Variegated
Meadowhawks. Scott King has found recently-
emerged damselflies near Northfield. This is
still April!

There is a growing phenology movement in
Minnesota and | would encourage everyone to
start including observations of first -seen, last-
seen and peak populations in their field notes,
this year. These observations of the
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seasonality of the natural world could be a
very useful tool in recording the rate of
climate ¢ hange here in Minnesota.

Please take note of the MOSP Workshop
Calendar and plan to attend one or more of
our workshops and outings. They are great
fun and appropriate for all ages. To all
Facebookers: if you have not done so, please
consider joining th e MOSP FB Group, which
hope will function as a forum for questions
and as an organizing tool for anyone who
wants company on an outing.

Good hunting!
Kurt Mead 8 MOSP Coordinator
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The grant funds that the MOSP
receives from the Minnesota DNR and the
US Fish and Wildlife Service will cover
research, training and related activi ties.
It will not cover scholarships or goodies .

Woul dndot it be nice
shirt when you attend a workshop?
Woul dnot it be nice

scholarship starter kits to students and
folks without the financial resources to

get started? Perhaps we could even
reward anyone who submits specimens
with an MOSP coffee
be fun? Fromapr agmati c or
standpoint, these sorts of tangible objects
tend to instill some project ownership and
lead to more participation in the survey.

A very important way in which this fund
could help further the MOSP mission (we
need a mission statement!) is by
supporting interest ¢
have the funds to purchase the necessary
equipment, for example.

These things take money. | am not much
of a fundraiser and | know very little
about grants, etc. | would love to hear
your ideas about this. Perhaps you work
for a company that donates money to
worthy causes. Perhaps you give to
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charitable causes and you could divert
some of these funds toward this
activity.

| paid to have a few hats embroidered
this winter, just to see how they looked
and as a thank you to some people who
have been exceedingly helpful to the
MOSP. They cost about $15 each. |
hope to have at least 100 people

attend our workshops this summer.

You do the math.

MOSP volunteer, John Arthur, has
arranged for the Audubon Chapter of
Minneapolis to act as our repository for
charita ble giving, basically allowing us
to piggyback on their 501c3 standing.
This is very generous of them as setting
up 501c3 non-profit status can be an
expensive endeavor. If this really takes
off in a year or two we will need to get
independent non-profit status, but
weodll worry about
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis for
adding MOSP as a special committee so
we can raise funds as a non-profit
organization.

Please consider a contribution to the
Friends of the MOSP. | am also
interested i n hearing from anyone with
fundraising and/or non -profit
experience.

Any contributions can be sent to:

Friends of the MOSP
c/o John Arthur

102 8" Ave N
Hopkins MN 55343
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2010 Dragonfl y Workshops and

Events iIn Minnesota

An MOSP Workshop is a free, handson way to
get introduced to the identification of
dragonflies and damselflies. Beginners will get
solid instruction in the field with live bugs in
real-time. Even if you have attended a
workshop in the past or are fairly sure of your
ID skills I invite you attend a workshop this
summer. Meet new folks and share your skills
with others. We always have a great time!

Details about these workshops are available on
the oO0CadfenHvaent sé page
www.mndragonfly.org .

June 13", Sunday, Warner Nature Center in
Washington County near Marine-on-St.-Croix

July 17", Saturday, Voyageurs National Park ,
E of International Falls

July 31%, Saturday, Boulder Lake
Environmental Learning Center , outside of
Duluth

August 1%, Sunday,Sai nt Johnos
Arboretum , in Collegeville

August 28", Saturday, River Bend Nature
Center, near Faribault

5" Annual Minnesota Dragonfly Gathering

(MDG5)

July 23-25, Morris Wetland Management

District , near Morris
Think of the MDG5 as a combined
weekend-long workshop and slumber
party. There is no fee for the
weekend, but inexpensive housing will
be available at UM Morris and we may
get some food catered for some of our
meals. Details are on the MOSP
website.

Other Dragonfly Events in Minnesota, details on
the MOSP website

July 31%, Saturday
Dragons and Damsels at Prairie
Wetlands Environmental Learning
Center, near Fergus Falls

June 12", Saturday
Those Dazzling Dragonflies, Warner
Nature Center , near Marine-on-St.-Croix

June 19", Saturday
Digital Dragonflies in an Analog World ,
Springbrook Nature Center, Fridley MN

Superior National Forest Outings
June 26-27

July 17-18

August 14-15

These fabulous weekend events are hosted by
Dave Grosshuesch of the Superior National
Forest. Each weekend is based at a different
National Forest Campground and includes free
campsites and guided field trips. Locations for
each weekend have yet to be determin ed, but
will surely include time spent in Isabella and up
the Gunflint Trail.

As the details gel they will be posted on the
MOSP Calendar page or you can contact Dave
directly at:

dgrosshuesch@fs.fed.us

or call him at 218 387 -3236
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New Discoveries of Old Odonates

With help of several volunteers, |
have spent a lot of time this winter
working with collections of dragonflies and
damselflies at schools and institutions
around the state. One of the missions of
the MOSP is to get a grasp on the historical
record of the Odonata in Minnesota as this
record has never been compiled.

A few years ago a search was done
to try to find out who had dead bugs in
boxes. We found some collections, but the
more we dig the more we find. Previously -
known collections are housed at the U of
M, the Science Museum of Minnesota,
Carleton College, Winona State University,
Southwest State University and UM Morris.
Additional collections have been found at
Pipestone National Monument, Warner
Nature Center, Camp Ripley and Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Scott King wades t
Gustavus Odonata collection during an
exploratory visit there in March.

It was rumored that Gustavus had
donated their whole collection
somewhere, but no one knew where it all
was. We found many Gustavus specimens
at the Science Museum, but the vast

majority of those were very common species.
Scott King, MOSPvolunteer, was at Gustavus
this past winter on unrelated business and he
dropped into the Biology Department just to
see what might be lying about. What he
found was shocking.

Ken Tennessen, John Arthur and Kurt Mead
finishing up the UM larval collection this past
winter .

There are probably about 4,000
specimens, some very rare and there are even
some new records for Minnesota. Many of
them are damaged due to the tornado that
devastated St. Peter a few years ago. Scott
and | spent two days there this winter,
cataloging specimens, and we have just
scratched the surface.

It was expected and hoped that we
would have this historical record completed
by this summer, but in light of the additional
collections, the DNR has allowed us one more
year to complete this vast project.  In the
next Minnesota Odonata Gazette, | plan to
include a summary of some of the exciting
finds that we unearthed in the collections this
winter, including several new species for the
state.
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A List of Rare Species In |

Many regions bMinnesota are so under
surveyed that every species could be on this
but in light of what you have found recently i
the field and what we have found in older
specimens in museum collections we have ¢
up with a Iist of AN
species. These species are known from a si
specimen in Minnesota or they are not being
reported from areas that we expect to find tr
or they occur in small populations in remote
regions or there is an historical record, but
nothing has been reportedmodern times.

Red Damsel Amphiagrion saucium
Prairie Blueti Coenagrion angulatum
River Blueti Enallagma anna
Doublestriped Bluet Enallagma basidens
Zigzag Darnei Aeshna sitchensis
Subarctic Darner Aeshna subarctica
Ocellated Darnerr Boyeriagrafiana

Cyrano Darnei Nasiaeschna pentacantha
Spatterdock Darndér Rhionaeschna mutata
Blue-Eyed Darnei Rhionaeschna multicolor
Lilypad Clubtail- Arigomphus furcifer
Zebra Clubtail Stylurus scudderi

Least Clubtail Stylogomphus albistylus

Skillet Clubtaili Gomphus ventricosus

Photos by J. Arthur,
C. Habermann, and
K. Meac

Splendid Clubtail Gomphus lineatifrons

Cyrano Darner
Various Snaketails Ophiogomphusp.

Arrowhead Spiketail Cordulegaster obliqua

Stygian ShadowdragdnNeurocordulia yamaskenensis
Smoky ShadowdraganNeurocordulia molesta
EbonyBoghaunteii Wiliamsona fletcheri

All Somatochlord Somatochlorasp.

Redveined Meadowhawk Sympetrum madidum
Blue-faced Meadowhawk Sympetrum ambiguum

Elfin Skimmeri Nanothemis bella

Slaty Skimmeii Libellula incesta

Red SaddlebadgsTramea onusta



